5310 Elderly Individuals and Individuals with Disabilities
Guidance
PROGRAM GOAL
FTA defines the goal of the Section 5310 to improve mobility for elderly individuals and individuals with disabilities throughout the country by providing financial assistance for transportation services planned, designed, and carried out to meet the special transportation needs of elderly individuals and individuals with disabilities.  The program requires coordination with other federally –assisted programs and services in order to make the most efficient use of Federal resources.
5310 PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY

Entities eligible to apply for these funds include private non-profit organizations, public bodies that certify to ITD that no non-profit corporations or associations are readily available in an area to provide the service, and public bodies approved by ITD to coordinate services for elderly individuals and individuals with disabilities. Public Transportation XE "Public Transportation:Definition"  means surface transportation by a conveyance that provides regular and continuing general or special transportation to the public, but does not include school bus, charter, or intercity bus transportation or intercity passenger rail transportation provided by AMTRAK.  

To be considered for 5310 the recipient must be in a rural area.
Eligible projects may include, but are not limited to capital and operating assistance to support activities such as:  

· Buses
· Vans

· Radios and communication equipment

· Vehicle shelters

· Wheelchair lifts and restraints

· Vehicle rehabilitation; manufacture, or overhaul

· Preventive maintenance, as defined in the National Transit Database (NTD)

· Extended warranties which do not exceed the industry standard

· Computer hardware and software

· Initial component installation costs

· Vehicle procurement, testing, inspection, and acceptance costs

· Lease of equipment when lease is more cost effective than purchase

· Acquisition of transportation services under a contract, other arrangements such as user-side subsidies are considered one form of eligible arrangement
· The introduction of new technology, through innovative an improved products, into public transportation

· Transit related intelligent transportation systems (ITS)

FEDERAL/LOCAL MATCHING REQUIREMENTS
Required matching funds must be from sources other than USDOT.
· Capital Assistance:  8%

· Purchase of Service:  8%

Use of Other Federal Funds:
 Local match may be derived from other Federal funds derived from Federal programs that are eligible to be expended for transportation, other than from the DOT XE "Department of Transportation (DOT)"  programs, or from DOT’s Federal Lands Highway Program.  Examples of types of programs that are potential sources of local match include:  employment, training, aging, community services, and rehabilitation services.  Specific program information for other types of Federal funding is available at www.unitedweride.gov.  
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